
 

 

2168 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on  

Monday 13th May 2019 at 7:30pm in the Reading Rooms 

 

2169 Present:   Councillor Bunning 

   Councillor Crisp 

   Councillor Melton 

   Councillor Beazley 

   Councillor Saunders 

   Councillor Reader 

    

   13 members of the public 

   

2170 Apologies: Councillor Duffield, County Councillor Kiddle-Morris  

   

2171 The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 8th May 2018 were read and agreed 

as a true record.  It was proposed by Councillor Reader to sign as a true copy and seconded by 

Councillor Saunders. All Councillors present agreed. 

 

2172 The Parish Council met 11 times during the year.  It has continued with the month to month 

duties including maintenance, grass cutting, highways matters, planning and supporting the 

community car scheme.  A new bench and bin were installed in the play area and a new 

‘children playing’ sign installed at Rougholme Close.  A community defibrillator was installed 

to the Reading Room.  Community Heartbeat provided training for residents which was very 

well attended. Thank you to Mr and Mrs Rist who regularly check the defibrillator to ensure it 

is in good working order.  Thankfully the unit has not needed to be used so far. 

 The affordable housing scheme is underway, although due to internal changes with Hastoe, 

progress has been slow.  Contributions were made to the church to assist with maintaining the 

churchyard and to The Swan community group to help with the start-up costs. Recycling of 

glass and clothing income has totaled £316.84 for the year. 

 

2173 Report from the Allotments - The allotment rent remained the same this year at £7.  There were 

two changes in tenants during the year and all allotments are currently being used.  There is no 

one currently on the waiting list. 

  

2174 Report from Gressenhall Community Car Scheme read by Mrs Haverson – Demand has been 

met this year with 10,467 miles undertaken at a cost of £1,368.84 to Breckland and £1,292.38 

to the parish council.   The telephone line is available 24/7 preferably between 8:30am-5:00pm.  

Every driver must have a medical every three years which normally costs around £42.  Orchard 

Surgery are insisting on £150 which is felt to be taking advantage.  Thanks were given to the 

Pop-Up Café, Ladies Circle, Mr and Mrs Gray, the anonymous donator and all the passengers 

who donate.  Also to the parish council, Leanne for completing DBS’s and paperwork and 

Annie Langford who audit the books.  We are always looking for drivers who are willing to 

spend a few hours a month volunteering.  Lastly thank you to the drivers as the scheme would 

not work without them. 

 

2175 Report from the Relief Charity – The trustees met on one occasion during the year.   16 people 

were identified to receive a distribution if £50 from the charity.   These monies were distributed 



 

 

during March and April 2019.  Michael Crisp was re-elected as a Trustee for a further term of 4 

years. Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2019 have not yet been completed.   

 

2176 Report from St Mary’s School read by Mrs Balado –. St Mary’s currently has 196 pupils on 

roll. New families have been welcomed from a wider catchment.  We are attracting much 

support and recognition for our work with children with Special Education Needs and 

Disabilities.   Early Years pupils achieved above the National Average figure in 2018.  Year 

one pupils achieved above national expectations in the phonics screening.  Most pupils in Year 

2 achieved in line with national expectations but work to do in developing early maths skills.  

Year 6 achieved well above national expectations in all areas.  School development priorities 

are to continue to focus on a full and varied curriculum.  St Mary’s are committed to provide 

exciting opportunities including a visit to the Space Centre in Leicester, residentials at Whitwell 

and Hill Top, visiting Gressenhall Museum, Norwich Castle, performing at Norwich Cathedral 

and a whole host of sporting events.  The choir visited Bilney Hall and Woodstock Residential 

Home.  Our school development plan focuses on progress in maths and ensure children are 

supported to become fluent and confident readers. 

 

2177 Report from Homewatch – Doug thanked the parish council for their support in providing a 

venue for the meetings.  The team provide up to date police information to the community via 

the News and Views and Parish Website. There is currently no page for Neighbourhood Watch 

on the website but Police Connect messages are published under “News”.  The SAM2 

management has had several problems during handover but actions have been put in place to 

ensure a standard of use is maintained.  There is very little in the way of criminal behaviour in 

Gressenhall.  A larger NW team would be beneficial to cope with the loss of members due to ill 

health and in some cases their demise.  In view of the ages of team members I shall be 

exploring what may happen in the event of their being a closure of the NW.  Once the 

procedure is known I shall present it to the parish council for their records if there is any PC 

involvement required. 

  

2178 Report from Gressenhall Social Club – Income and expenditure accounts for the year to 31st 

December 2018 were received and circulated. The club at 31st December 2018 had assets of 

about £15,350, being £11,170 in the main account, £995 in the No.2 account, £512 in cash and 

bar floats and £2,675 in bar and cleaning stocks. This is compared to £15,515 as at the end of 

2017, the different £165 being the loss as mentioned above.  There are no liabilities taken into 

account as accounts are paid immediately.  Although there is a slight decline in the assets, 

mainly due to the purchase of new equipment, the social club, was in my opinion in a healthy 

position as at 31st December 2018. 

 

2179 Report from the Reading Room – Following the demise of the playgroup fundraising was 

planned for 2019.  Bi-monthly events were planned and more advertising.  Regular hirers 

include the parish council, art groups, Majhong, garden club, exercise classes and use as a 

polling station. A classical piano recital raised £729 and a talk by Bridget Yates raised a further 

£276.  Two further events are planned, a bluebell walk and cream teas on The Green to 

celebrate Norfolk Day.  The 100 club has been extended to the 125 club. Garth Russell 

redecorated the inside of the building with help from Nick Hird and Richard Duffield 

completed the outside works at no cost.  The Gressenhall website is growing with an article by 

Bridget Yates together with photos of the Reading Room.  Financially 2017/18 was a difficult 

year with revenue down and costs up resulting in a loss of £465.  This was mainly due to the 



 

 

closure of the playgroup.  Plans are in place to enable us to manage in a lower revenue 

environment include putting hiring fees up for the first time in 6 years by £1 per hour, reduce 

cleaning frequency, attracting more hirers and increased fundraising.  Initial results are 

encouraging. 

 

2180 Report from Gressenhall Rural Life Museum – This year has been busy delivering our broad 

range of events.  We have also opened for specially programmed, pre-bookable and ticketed 

events outside out normal opening. Full details of 2019 events programme can be found at 

www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk/gressenhall.  As part of the new Collections Gallery, a dedicated 

temporary exhibition space has been created to house an annual show.  The 2019 exhibition, 

Once Upon a Time opened on 10th March.  Next year’s exhibition is Full Steam Ahead and will 

have a steam punk style.  Exhibits and content are currently in development.  The play area 

continues to be a very popular destination for children of all ages. We are currently planning a 

major redevelopment which will be launched at the start of the 2020 season. The museum 

continues to attract over 10,000 school children per year.  Plans are currently being developed 

for out 13th annual Family Fun event in partnership with NCC Family Placement and Adoption 

Services.  We have also been working with NCC Early Help and CAMHS and members of the 

Gypsy and Roma Traveller community to offer a wellbeing day for GRT families.  We 

currently have around 120 volunteers.   

 

2181 Report from News and Views – There have been no changes to the Committee membership for 

the year.  Advertising space is fixed to keep balance between information and adverts.  There is 

a steady flow of adverts with prospective advertising waiting for space.  580 magazines are 

distributed each month to all three villages.  Thanks to the shop and 15 distributors and to those 

who deliver to the distributors and who take care of the subscriptions.  12 issues have been 

produced this year ranging from 44-63 pages.  There is a healthy bank balance during 2018 to 

date.  Revenue is split 60/40 advertising to subscriptions.   Income from adverts enables the 

magazine to print in colour from time to time.  The purpose of the magazine is to help improve 

the community spirit and not to solely make profit.  Therefore, when requested we aim to 

donate to specific projects and can report that in 2018 we made a donation of £250 to the WWI 

Tommy Memorial. 

 

2182 Report from the Fete Committee – The committee have had another busy year with a successful 

grand fete and Christmas light switch on.  The committee have made donations to local groups 

including the Church, Chapel and playgroup and also pays for entertainment every month at 

Woodstock Residential Home.  These include Miniature Donkeys for Wellbeing, Fakenham 

Ukes, The Shanty Men, Pot of Gold, The Gressenhall Singers and Wild Encounters who 

brought birds of prey for the residents to see.    A contribution was made towards our Tommy 

and a donation of £1500 has been made so far towards the seat on The Green.  A successful 

Barn Dance was held on the Green in April and plans are well underway for this years Fete 

when the theme is Emergency Services. 

 

2183 Report from St Mary’s Church – 2018 was a busy year.  The congregation has grown 

significantly with a steady core of regularly worshippers.  Attendance at major festivals such as 

Easter, Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas has increased and we have seen growth in those 

coming to new services such as the Pet Service and All Souls.  There were several weddings, 

baptisms, funerals and internment of ashes in 2018.  Maintaining such as ancient building is a 

huge drain on resources, both of time and money and the congregation is still relatively small to 

http://www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk/gressenhall


 

 

be shouldering such a huge financial burden.  The running costs per annum are around £24,000.  

The Old School and House were sold and 3/14ths of the proceeds are ring-fenced for religious 

education.  The lead on the nave roof has come to the end of its life and needs replacing.  We 

hope to replace the lead with a stainless steel alternative.  We had three major events in church 

in 2018.  I have sought to bring the church and village closer together through attending 

meetings of the fete committee and parish council; attending as many village events as possible; 

visiting residents of Woodstock, as well as individuals in the parish and developing good 

relations with St Mary’s school. On behalf of the church I would like to express thanks to the 

parish council for its financial support of the parish church and also to the councillors 

themselves who offer their personal support and encouragement. 

 

2184 Report from Breckland Council from District Councillor Richmond – A new investment 

strategy has been drafted and investment prospectus created to focus activity on opportunities 

to achieve growth.  The prospectus will be launched in in the summer.  The total portfolio value 

is £45.2m. This includes commercial properties.  Income included in the budget for 2019-20 is 

£3.53m.  The Local Plan is out for consultation on main modifications. Tripstart is a new 

project to help people overcome barriers to get back into employment.  It is being delivered 

across the district and is expected to support and engage with 138 individuals.  Community 

reserve - £1.4m committed to help support out residents via development of innovation den, 

leisure feasibility studies for Swaffham and Attleborough, developing support services for 

young people struggling in employment and housing and supporting a start up scheme for 

businesses and entrepreneurs on the high street.  Breckland Lottery continues to grow and 

provide a way for communities to support important local good causes. National awards include 

Best Local Authority Arts Initiative and Innovation Award. 

 

2185 Report from Norfolk County Council from Councillor Kiddle-Morris – Norfolk County 

Council agreed a net revenue budget of £409.293m.  Council tax would rise by 2.99%.  The 

financial climate continues to be challenging with significant and ongoing reductions.   This 

years budget is balanced and robust.  The Council has absorbed significant and ongoing cuts in 

government funding, a total of £204m between 2010-11 and 2018-19.  The Council has also 

agreed a £549m, 3 year, capital programme which will pay for investment in infrastructure, 

property and equipment.  £120m will be spent on new special schools and resource bases for 

children with special educational needs, £120m on the third river crossing at Yarmouth, £9m 

for extra care housing to help older people live independently as part of a total investment of 

£29m.  Adult social care costs continue to escalate, and the Council has made provision in the 

budget to invest £6m to address growing demand.  Additionally, government has awarded the 

Council a grant of £4.2m to help alleviate winter pressure on the Counties health and social 

care services.  There are also substantial financial pressures on Children’s Services.  The 

Council has around 200 statutory responsibilities for children and the government has increased 

the top of the age range from 18 to 25.  There are 1200 children in the care of the Council (the 

numbers have stabilised), 3000 children in special and complex needs schools, 2,900 children 

in need (590 with CP plans) and 20,000 children with special educational needs.  The under 25 

population of Norfolk is 243,00.  The government awarded the Council £12.7m to fund pot hole 

repairs and highway improvement schemes.  In my area much needed resurfacing of 2 miles the 

B1145 was completed in February.  The Council continues to lobby government and the 

Highways Agency, through the A47 Alliance, to fund the dualling of the A47 from 

Peterborough to Yarmouth.  The stretch of road between Tuddenham and Easton has been 

approved and work will start in 2021/22. Last May the Council took the decision to revert to the 



 

 

Cabinet system of governance from May 2019 (an earlier transition was not possible legally). 

The recent departure of the Managing Director has given rise to an opportunity to move to an 

Executive Leader model.  A Scrutiny Committee chaired by a member of the opposition will 

monitor outcomes and will run a call-in system where decisions taken by the Executive 

Members and Cabinet can be called in by Members for discussion.  3 Select Committees will 

develop policies and make recommendations to Cabinet.  An additional £11m contract has been 

let to increase the superfast (>10mbps) broadband coverage from 92% to 95% in Norfolk.  

NCC has won praise for its approach to improving mobile phone coverage.   

 

2186 Thanks were given to the clerk for her work over the past year and to all groups for reporting 

on their business over the year. 

 

That being all the meeting closed at 8:45pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed:        Dated:  

 


